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religious rules. And when the reformer tries to enforce his
views upon others, there is no assembly that can settle the
question by its vote. Nothing follows the hot discussion, but
conviction on the part of some, and fury on the part of the
unthinking or the unconvicted. It is with them even as in
the Lost Paradise:

And of their vain dispute appeared no end.

We have now to ask how educated and refined Parsis devised
an apologetic for ancient usage which would act as a temporary
shelter against the monsoon deluge of modernism. The
desiderated umbrella is one of a convenient shape, specially
designed for the Indian climate. It is in large use among
Hindus. A strictly modern patent, which has not been taken
up in the West except by a few freaks, it is only a very old
invention, made up to look new. It used to be called Gnos-
ticism. It is now called Theosophy, an appropriate term for
a system of fantastic sophistry which sets itself to make
Theism absurd. The difference between it and its ancient
prototype is that Gnosticism was mostly honest, a character
which the founders of Theosophy hardly troubled to claim.
The system was nursed in fraud and has matured in immo-
rality. Parsis have mostly forsaken it as an organized system,
just because of its unsavoury character; but the habit of mind
induced by it has unfortunately spread widely among them.

Theosophy as a whole lies outside the subject of this book,
but no one who wants to understand the Parsis can ignore it.
The restrained but damning exposure in Dr Farquhar's
Modern Religious Movements in India should be carefully
read, and the Christian Literature Society pamphlets by the
Rev. E, W. Thompson. A very able Parsi scholar, Prof.
P. A. Wadia, published a searching critique in 1904, and more
lately has edited an English and Gujarati serial, the Journal
of the Iranian Association^ which has for its chief aim the
exposure of theosophic heresy as it affects Parsi religion. It
will suffice to mention these outstanding examples of a much